stones N cold water

a film by TAYLOR GENOVESE




FILM INFORMATION

FILM TITLE
Stones in Cold Water

CONTACT INFO

Taylor Genovese
taylor@kuznitsa.media
taylorgenovese.com

TECHNICAL INFO

Running Time: 1/ minutes
Exhibition Format: DCP 2K; Digital File (ProRes 422 HQ)
Aspect Ratio: 16:9
sound: Stereo
Frame rate: 24 fps
Shooting Format: iPhone XR / Filmic Pro
Black & White and Color; English, Ukrainian, Russian

https://www.kuznitsa.media/#stones

o https://letterboxd.com/film/stones-in-cold-water/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt18328740/
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

\*f, A
Self-portrait of the filmmaker on a night train from Odesa to Kyiv.

| arrived in Ukraine in September 2021 to shoot a very different film. After production, |
returned home to witness the full-scale Russian invasion of the country in February 2022. It
was then that | realized | needed to craft something quite different than what | had first
envisioned. | sat on my footage for over a year before | started editing. | was gripped with
nervous dread over how | could respectfully present the relationships between Ukrainian
people, landscapes, and architecture—relationships that have once again been ruthlessly
torn apart by war.

The experimental nature of this film, however, has been a constant from the beginning. |
decided In pre-production to shoot this on my personal iPhone using Filmic Pro—a
manufactured constraint placed upon myself in order to experiment with form. From the
beginning, | wanted this film to contribute to the tradition of artistic sensory ethnography,
exemplified by the fiims of Lucien Castaing-Taylor, Véréna Paravel, J.P. Sniadecki, Libbie
Dina Cohn, Ben Rivers, Stephanie Spray, and Pacho Velez, among others—a style of
filmmaking meant to encourage the audience to sit (perhaps even uncomfortably) within a
variety of anthropological environments, allowing the images and sound to completely
wash over them.

My spin on this method was to include my creative partner Dick Powis from the beginning in
order to have an original score that acts as a character, one that blends into the
environment around it, while also aggravating the anxiety that hangs like a specter over the
entire film: the ghost of inconsolable hindsight. As the audience, we understand that the
people and places depicted in this film have been violently altered, or even viciously
annihilated, by war. Yet, the images presented also tell a story of resilience. Violence has
pefallen this place many times in the past, yet the mycelium of vivacity has always spread
slowly under the substrate. May this tranquil liveliness reemerge and bloom before too long.




High resolution images available at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ap__U9SWmLDIMIZ4M1o3mRwrb-ZwEuKDg?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ap_U9SWmLDiMIZ4M1o3mRwrb-ZwEuKDq?usp=sharing

High resolution images available at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ap__U9SWmLDIMIZ4M1o3mRwrb-ZwEuKDg?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ap_U9SWmLDiMIZ4M1o3mRwrb-ZwEuKDq?usp=sharing

BIOS

TAYLOR GENOVESE - DIRECTOR, CINEMATOGRAPHER, PRODUCER, EDITOR, WRITER

Taylor Genovese is an anthropologist and artist who works in film, video, photography, and sound. Genovese is currently
completing his Ph.D. at Arizona State University, where he is part of the Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict. He lives in
the Hudson Valley, New York.

DICK POWIS - PRODUCER, ORIGINAL SCORE

Dick Powis is a medical anthropologist and ethnographic photographer. His film score work is influenced by David Bowie, Nick
Cave, Alessandro Cortini, Augustus Muller, Atticus Ross, Trent Reznor, and Tristan Shone. He is an Assistant Professor at the
University of South Florida who researches masculinity, kinship, and pregnancy in Florida (US) and Senegal (West Africa).



High resolution image available at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ap_U9SWmLDiIMIZ4AM1o3mRwrb-ZwEuKDqg?usp=sharing
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TRAILER

https://vimeo.com/811262879
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