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CLASS OVERVIEW
INSTRUCTOR

Taylor R. Genovese, Ph.D.

(he/him/his)

Email:

Web:

Office: Hudson Hall 408M

Office Hours: Mondays: 9:00am-10:30am
Wednesdays: 9:00am-10:30am
Thursdays: 9:30am—-10:30am

Note on communication: | will make every effort to respond to emails within 24 hours. However,
please note that | only check and respond to email between 8am and 5pm, Monday through Friday.

DETAILED COURSE INFORMATION

PHI 273 — Special Study Project — Radical Aesthetics
CRN #: 7529

3 credit hours / In-person

Instructional Hours: 2.5 per week

Minimum Expected Hours Out-of-Class: 5 per week

MEETING INFORMATION

Fall 2025

Wednesdays, 12:30pm-3:00pm

SUNY — Dutchess Community College
Hudson Hall 408M


mailto:taylor.genovese@sunydutchess.edu
http://www.taylorgenovese.com

COURSE INFORMATION
COURSE DESCRIPTION

"Art is not a mirror held up to reality, but a hammer with which to shape it” —Bertolt Brecht

This survey course explores the intersections of artistic production and revolutionary politics across
the 20th and 21st centuries using an international and multidisciplinary lens. Students will examine a
wide range of media including film, literature, visual art, theater, poetry, performance art, digital media,
and street art—with a focus on how these practices have emerged from, and contribute to,
revolutionary movements.

We will study artistic movements from around the world, including revolutionary Latin America, the
Middle East, China, and Africa, as well as dissident North American, European, and Russo-Soviet
performance, activist media, and experimental interventions that challenge(d) dominant cultural
paradigms. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural politics of socialist movements, national
liberation struggles, sexual and gender liberation, and movements against racism and imperialism.

ASSESSMENT

1. Participation (50%) All students are expected to arrive to class on time having read assigned
readings, absorbed the art ahead of our meeting, and attend the entirety of class sessions.
Students must bring in a written précis to class that consists of a 1-5 sentence summary of the
readings and/or art reflections being discussed that day as well as a section of the reading and/or
section of the cultural artifact that they would like to interrogate collectively.

2. Paper or Project (50%) Students will write a 2,000-4,000 word position paper analyzing some
aesthetic cultural artifact (TV shows, movies, artistic works, music, etc.)) using a dialectical
framework. Alternatively, students can choose to work on a multimodal project (combining writing
with another form of communication, such as photography, drawing, painting, film, podcasting,
etc.). If you are interested in a multimodal project, please see me so we can discuss specifics.

REQUIRED TEXTS

- Alexander Bogdanov, Art and the Working Class (Iskra Books, 2022)

- Alexander Bogdanov, Red Star (Indiana University Press, 1984)

- Guy Debord, Society of the Spectacle (Zone Books, 1995)

- Mark Fisher, Capitalist Realism: Is There No Alternative? (ZerQ Books, 2009)

- Ruehl Muller, Building a People’s Art: Selected Works of Trivong Chinh and TS Hiu (Iskra Books,
2024)

- Hao Ran, Bright Clouds (Foreign Languages Press, 2023)

- The Palestinian Resistance: Historical Documents of the Palestine Liberation Organization (Iskra
Books, 2024)

As a reminder, all Iskra Books and Foreign Languages Press texts are available as free PDFs on their
websites. All other texts not listed above will be provided as links in the Course Outline below. Along
with these texts, students are responsible for finding methods (whether that is through streaming,
borrowing, or rentals) of viewing the required films.
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COURSE OUTLINE

LLI: Reading/Fiction @& : Television Show
/ : Poetry = : Artwork
R Play/Theatre .- Music
& Film
Class Meeting Topic / Readings / Cultural Artifacts

The Russian Revolution
LL] Vladimir Lenin,

L] Adelheid Heftberger,

W August 27 LL] Clara Zetkin,

& Sergei Eisenstein, bpoHeHocel [NoTémkuH (Battleship Potemkin) (1925)
= (browse through his 360 works)

, Red Army Choir, ( )

The Soviet Avant-Garde
LI Alexander Bogdanov, Art and the Working Class

L] Browse and read a few of
a Dziga Vertov, Yenosek ¢ kmHoannapatoMm (Man with a Movie Camera) (1929)
& Sergei Eisenstein, Ctauka (Strike) (1925)
= (orowse through his 1,329 works)

, G.M. Krzhizhanovsky, ( )

W September 3

Soviet Futurist Imaginaries
[L! Alexander Bogdanov, Red Star

& Youry Merkulov, Zenon Komissarenko, & Nikolai Khodataev, MexnnaHeTtHas
pesosoumA (Interplanetary Revolution) (1924) [7 minute short film]

& Andrei Tarkovsky, Crasikep (Stalker) (1979)
= (browse through his 611 works)

, Yevgeny Krylatoy, (translation in CC)

WSeptember 10


https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1922/jan/17.htm
https://www.apparatusjournal.net/index.php/apparatus/article/view/2/75
https://www.marxists.org/archive/zetkin/1896/10/women.htm
https://www.artnet.com/artists/kazimir-malevich-2/
https://open.spotify.com/track/7g6M0YoqdwFEhh27ngMeMs?si=a623f28f59ac41f6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Anthem_of_the_Soviet_Union#English_translations
https://www.marxists.org/subject/art/literature/mayakovsky/
https://www.artnet.com/artists/alexander-rodchenko/
https://youtu.be/4uDp4k0Oo9w?si=YC4X3d3Iz-siQu6v
https://www.marxists.org/history/ussr/sounds/lyrics/varshavianka.htm
https://www.artnet.com/artists/el-lissitzky/
https://youtu.be/3oWqXudgWJc?si=j3VmHw9bPANsnKyy

Class Meeting Topic / Readings / Cultural Artifacts

The Chinese Revolution
L] Hao Ran, Bright Clouds (choose 2-3 short stories to read)

LI Mao Zedong,
(Optional) LI Xi Jinping,
L] Lu Xun,
a Xie Jin, ZI I8 FZ (The Red Detachment of Women) (1961)
& Weiya Chen, 2315\l (Beginning of the Great Revival) (2021)

W September 17

The Cuban Revolution
L] Ernesto “Che" Guevara,

L] Fidel Castro,
& Mikhail Kalatozov, Soy Cuba (I Am Cuba) (1964)

WSeptember 24 & Tomas Gutiérrez Alea, Memorias del subdesarrollo (Memories of
Underdevelopment) (1968)

= Deni Ellis Béchard,
, Carlos Puebla, ( )
, Silvio Rodriguez, ( )

Vietnamese National Liberation
LLI/E= Ruehl Muller, Building a People’s Art: Selected Works of Trwdng Chinh

and TOHou
W QOctober 1 #/ Ho Chi Minh,
‘! Nguyén Hong S&n, Canh ddng hoang (The Abandoned Field: Free Fire Zone)
(1979)

The Indigenous Resistance of the Zapatistas
[L] Subcomandante Marcos,

(Optional) LI EZLN (Ejército Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional | Zapatista Army
of National Liberation),

& Elena Korykhalova & Oleg Myasoedov, People Without Faces (2015)
&/ ., Music Video for Prolific The Rapper x A Tribe Called Red,
F Dane Strom,

W QOctober 8


https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-3/mswv3_08.htm
https://socialistchina.org/2025/03/04/xi-jinping-speech-at-the-forum-on-literature-and-art/
https://lithub.com/lu-xun-what-is-revolutionary-literature/
https://youtu.be/GndAiU2qoDI?si=e74VvhV0XdFDdyp7
https://www.marxists.org/archive/guevara/1965/03/man-socialism.htm
https://themilitant.com/1998/6246/6246_15.html
https://psmag.com/magazine/the-radical-street-art-of-havanas-youth/
https://open.spotify.com/track/21Kcx0eQvTOGcimntZSnol?si=f57cde2853204c7a
https://www.marxists.org/subject/art/music/puebla-carlos/lyrics/hasta-siempre.htm
https://open.spotify.com/track/7nM7VS2HWw2M0A0ughBtUI?si=134c56ed5a7341fc
https://lyricstranslate.com/en/fusil-contra-fusil-rifle-against-rifle.html
https://motherbird.com/hochi.html
https://youtu.be/OLiQ-kalCvs?si=IoGXNCrUZM4qqVoZ
https://archive.org/details/SubcomandanteMarcosTheFourthWorldWarHasBegun/mode/2up
https://radiozapatista.org/?page_id=20278&lang=en
https://youtu.be/QdeHUrL1FEM?si=RBPlN0tdDxMPmB6u
https://danestrom.com/the-zapatista-murals-of-oventic-mexico/
https://youtu.be/5y2xXtcsEPg?si=zjzNtXxSkPKr474-
https://youtu.be/0okhORTthYA?si=TU13AKXi7ILLkSYX

Class Meeting Topic / Readings / Cultural Artifacts

Mexican and Puerto Rican Sovereignty from/through the U.S.

Pg) Selections from Luis Valdez's Actos in Luis Valdez Early Works: “Notes on

Chicano Theater" (p. 6-10); “The Actos” (p. 11-13); “Las Dos Caras del Patroncito
(p. 17-27); "Quinta Temporada” (p. 28—39); “Vietham Campesino” (p. 98-120).

Book can be borrowed for two weeks with a free archive.org account.
EE|
W QOctober 15 Pq}/n A taped performance of the Acto “Los Vendidos” can be watched

alongside reading the play (p. 40-52)
r Megan Flattley,

, Immortal Technique,

., The Coup,

Irish Resistance Against British Colonialism
L] James Connolly,

/ Bobby Sands, (listen to a recitation of it )
& Ken Loach, The Wind That Shakes the Barley (2006)
a Rich Peppiatt, Kneecap (2024)
WQctober 22 (Optional) Say Nothing (2024)

ca

[8 minute TV segment]
= (browse through the murals on the map or A-Z list)

, The Wolfe Tones,

, Eimhear Ni Ghlacain,

The Palestinian Struggle

L] The Palestinian Resistance: Historical Documents of the Palestine Liberation
Organization

/ Refaat Al-Areer, Basman Aldirawi, Samer Abu Hawash, Huda Fakhreddine,
Fady Joudah, Ahlam Bsharat, and Ghassan Zaqgtan,

LL/ES Asem Al Jerjawi,

&4 Masao Adachi and Koji Wakamatsu, <& -PFLP tH RE;S S = (Red Army/
PFLP: Declaration of World War) (1971)
& Abby Martin, Gaza Fights For Freedom (2019)

(Optional) & Rachel Szor, Hamdan Ballal, Yuval Abraham, and Basel Adra, No
Other Land (2024)

W Qctober 29


https://archive.org/details/luisvaldezearlyw0000vald
https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/ncm-1/ylp-ideology.pdf
https://hemisphericinstitute.org/en/hidvl-collections/item/592-campesino-vendidos.html
https://smarthistory.org/mexico-diego-rivera-murals-national-palace/
https://youtu.be/TM2fSO_dFAI?si=Ro5VJ_Lo0B93Wg0T
https://open.spotify.com/track/6aYNICjPksx2715uA0UynF?si=f8c68f6e144a4369
https://www.marxists.org/archive/connolly/1897/01/socnat.htm
https://www.bobbysandstrust.com/writings/the-rhythm-of-time/
https://youtu.be/NcJpEp1mCGs?si=dw3AtYtgHeT6GAyk
https://youtu.be/TicguK2P-iY?si=IuVStn1-0DSEFlU8
https://www.virtualbelfastmuraltour.com
https://open.spotify.com/track/5ueyUIOcH7iDpNzuR1LsKn?si=20308417b51344cc
https://youtu.be/5402eiexAvQ?si=wifBr5eW5XHpzR1l
https://publishersforpalestine.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/poems_for_palestine_online.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/2/12/art-as-survival-gazas-creators-transform-pain-into-protest
https://g.co/arts/66CnWr6zB6P9dACD8

Class Meeting

Topic / Readings / Cultural Artifacts

WNovember 5

W November 12

W November 19

WNovember 26

L

Pan-African Revolutions

Thomas Sankara,

L] Kwame Nkrumah,
/ Patrice Lumumba,
LLI/E= Alexander Bortolot,

n Gillo Pontecorvo, The Battle of Algiers (1966)
rq Goran Olsson, Concerning Violence (2014)

(Optional) & Jamil X.T. Qubeka, Sew the Winter to My Skin (2018)

The Black Panther Party in the U.S.

L] Black Panther Party,
L] Fred Hampton,
L] Kathleen Neal Cleaver,
a Agnes Varda, Black Panthers (1968) [28 minute short]
n Shaka King, Judas and the Black Messiah (2021)

= Ministe

r of Culture Emory Douglas (browse the and

)

, The Advanced Workers with the Anti-Imperialist Singers,

, The Chi-Lites,

, Dead Prez,

Physical and Ideological Incarceration
[L! Guy Debord, Society of the Spectacle

/ Bertolt Brecht,

r: Browse the

&4 Peter Watkins, Punishment Park (1971)
& Greg Kwedar, Sing Sing (2023)
from incarcerated artists
, Mumia Abu-Jamal,

, System of a Down,

NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING


https://www.marxists.org/archive/sankara/1984/january/23.htm
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/nkrumah/1967/african-socialism-revisited.htm
https://www.marxists.org/subject/africa/lumumba/xx/poetry/triumph.htm
https://field-journal.com/issue-6/artesaos-da-nossa-patria-makonde-blackwood-sculptors-cooperatives-and-the-art-of-socialist-revolution-in-post-colonial-mozambique/
https://www.marxists.org/history/usa/workers/black-panthers/1966/10/15.htm
https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/fhamptonspeech.html
https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/cleaverwomenpowerrev.html
https://www.moma.org/artists/70943-emory-douglas
https://mcbcollection.com/campaigns/view-campaign/QShxvdSvuRMa5lzsdC_EIAU4Ga0sB0UgtuhjHwMVaLsC_NPvRsBU5NCDDl1yZADtLIBV2P8ffIgmLp-4oNAHG4GRI-53dUi1
https://youtu.be/16B94V2fcSQ?si=znnIE1gZwL79aIpY
https://open.spotify.com/track/0dVabf3Sm1uHODq1vz2Lts?si=53891dcfcd6b4fde
https://open.spotify.com/track/3ytMPZj3O74QFia7CixVaw?si=93679a511b79444b
https://www.marxists.org/archive/brecht/works/1935/questions.htm
https://bassoon-fennel-dkbk.squarespace.com/artwork
https://open.spotify.com/track/4wS6DN9q5eRFSoPBbN1EJk?si=00b6cb3a25644851
https://open.spotify.com/track/3AwLxSqo1jOOMpNsgxqRNE?si=311ad0f4665e4d82

Class Meeting

Topic / Readings / Cultural Artifacts

WDecember 3

WDecember 10

Nostalgia and (Resisting) Capitalist Realist Aesthetics
LLI Mark Fisher, Capitalist Realism: Is There No Alternative?

n Boots Riley, Sorry to Bother You (2018)

(Optional) &

&/ ., Kino, "Summer is ending” — [6 minute music video]
., The Coup,

, Immortal Technique,

Final Project
Final Project due 12/12 @ 11:59pm

Cover image: Gustav Klutsis, Oppressed Peoples of the Whole World, 1924


https://youtu.be/1avrtTWIzgU?si=C3HOjGmyOPp84gC7
https://youtu.be/6VqiMQoMXmw?si=rAlw0Kl_yWy3zQrn
https://open.spotify.com/track/0sAfPM3pfs0tdKwyGrwZHh?si=b148a09ed3864313
https://youtu.be/AniVfAS1BZ4?si=DnlkuV385HR9TeMF
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